
 

October 4, 2021 

Hello Rapids Families, 

On September 20th the Ontario Volleyball Association hosted a town hall to inform Clubs how the Ontario 

Government Vaccine regulations would impact the OVA. We wanted to reach out to Niagara Rapids 

families with the information that was provided and let you know how this could potentially affect our 

players and families moving forward. 

The OVA does not have a mandatory vaccine policy to participate in OVA programs and events; however, 
the OVA and its members are responsible for following the Ontario government regulations, Public Health 
mandates and facilities rules and regulations. 
 
Per Ontario Government regulations: 
● Youth under 18 years of age actively participating in an organized sport, including training, practices, 
scrimmages, and competitions are not required to provide proof of vaccination and identification. 
● Youth under 18 years of age that are spectating, including at sporting events, are required to provide 
proof of vaccination and identification, or proof of a medical exemption. 
● Youth under 18 years of age using a gym or other area with exercise equipment or weights are required 
to provide proof of vaccination and identification, or proof of a medical exemption. 
 
The regulations do not prevent businesses or organizations from establishing their own additional policies 
or requirements pertaining to their patrons, including having a mandatory vaccine requirement to enter. 
In fact, the York Public Health has recently mandated proof of vaccination for ages 12+, who are engaging 
in sport activities. 
 
Currently, Niagara Rapids is not using a facility or gym that requires proof of vaccination upon entry 
(except for meeting the Ontario Government requirement for ages 18+). However, if teams are to travel 
to other facilities to participate in tournaments or scrimmages, those facilities may have a mandatory 
vaccine requirement that players would need to adhere to. Also, if spectators are allowed into facilities 
for tournaments or scrimmages, as a spectator you will be required to provide proof of full vaccination or 
proof of medical exemption at all locations. An individual is considered to be fully vaccinated 2 weeks 
after their second dose in a 2-dose series. 
 
Niagara Rapids does not have a mandatory vaccine policy. It is important that you are aware that if your 
family has decided not to be vaccinated, and the rules change around youth vaccinations and sporting 
activities, Niagara Rapids will be forced to comply with Public Health requirements. If we do not, our rental 
permits will be cancelled. This may mean that if your child is not fully vaccinated, they will not be able to 
participate in Club or OVA activities. 
 
We respect the choices made by each athlete and their families and recognize that vaccination is a 
personal and private decision. Please be assured that proof of vaccination will only be requested if: 
 

1. Ontario Government regulations change to mandate proof of vaccination for ages 12+ while 
participating in sport activities; or, 

2. A venue mandates proof of vaccination upon entry into the facility. 
 



 

Ontario Government regulations does not permit the Club to keep copies of proof of vaccinations on file. 
Only when necessary, a tracking spreadsheet will be formulated to track proof of vaccinations, which will 
include the participants name, who at the club verified the proof of vaccination and the date that the 2nd 
vaccine was issued to ensure the athlete and/or club staff meet the requirements of 14 days post 2nd 
vaccination to enter a facility that requires proof. All information collected will be kept confidential. 
 

This information is being communicated to provide awareness to our Niagara Rapids families, should the 
Ontario Government change its vaccination regulations, pertaining to organized sport. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Beth Schulz 
President 
Niagara Rapids Volleyball Club 


